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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-22 are presented for examination; claims 1, 11, 18, and 21 
independent. The Office acknowledges the addition of claims 21 and 22; claim 21 
independent. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 1-3, 5, 8, 9, 11-13, 15, and 17-22 are rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Escobosa et al. (US 2003/0151538) (hereinafter Escobosa) in 
view of Allport (USPN 6,104,334). 

3. Referring to claim 1 , Escobosa discloses a method for command brokering on 
behalf of an intelligent device (i.e. home theater equipment) (e.g. abstract) which 
discloses: 

defining in a client device a desired function to be performed by the intelligent 
device (i.e. various operations), the desired function being only a portion of all functions 
that the intelligent device is capable of performing (i.e. the system only downloads IR 
sequences to perform various operations such as channel tuning to a particular TV 
station, setting up various equipment, etc.) (H 65); 
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identifying the intelligent device and the desired function to a web site (i.e. 
supplier site 30) having control instructions for the intelligent device by the client device 
through a network (Figure 4a; U 66); 

returning to the client device from the web site, a subset of the control 
instructions (i.e. sequences) for controlling the intelligent device to perform the desired 
function (i.e. user access the web site to download sequences of pre-programmed 
instructions to perform various operations) fl[ 65-66); and 

forwarding the subset of the control instructions from the remote control to the 
intelligent device to effect the desired function (i.e. balancing the surround speakers and 
setting equalizer values can only be done if the commands are sent to the intelligent 
device) flj 65-67). 

Escobosa does not disclose that the defining is done using the wireless internet 
access device (i.e. the remote control). In analogous art, Allport discloses another 
method for command brokering for a device which discloses defining on a wireless 
internet access device a desired function to be performed on the device (i.e. the user is 
capable of modifying the look-and-feel of the remote control, modify button functionality, 
etc.) (Figure 1, ref. 80; e.g. abstract; col. 5, line 50 to col. 6, line 13; col. 23, line 59 to 
col. 24, line 31). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
combine the teaching of Escobosa with Allport in order to allow the remote control of 
Escobosa the ability to define its own layout without the need of the client computer, in 
order to download sequences of instructions to perform various operations by use of the 
"new layout" screen 80 of Allport in order to allow the remote control to access the 
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Internet or other data source to provide a rich set of functionality as supported by Allport 
(e.g. abstract). 

4. Referring to claim 2, Allport discloses the forwarding step comprises forwarding 
through an infrared communication device (col. 27, lines 40-50). 

5. Referring to claim 3, Allport discloses forwarding through an RF interface (col. 
27, lines 40-50). 

6. Referring to claim 5, Escobosa discloses the defining step comprises defining 
through a user keypad entry (i.e. touchpad) (col. 23, line 59 to col. 24, line 31). 

7. Referring to claim 8, Escobosa discloses arranging for the web site to have 
access to the control instructions by pre-programming the control instructions into a 
memory of the web site (i.e. server with database 12) (Figure 1). 

8. Referring to claim 9, Escobosa discloses accessing a server 30 having the 
control instructions 14 for controlling the intelligent device (Figure 1 ; 47). 

9. Claims 1 1-13, 15, and 17-22 are rejected for similar reasons as stated above. 
Furthermore Escobosa discloses that the device explicitly identifies the function to the 
web site to perform a set of functions fl| 65-67). 
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Claims 4, 6, 7, 14, 16, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Escobosa-Allport in view of Maymudes (USPN 6,748,278). 

10. Referring to claim 4, Escobosa-Allport discloses the invention substantively as 
described in claim 1. Escobosa-Allport does not disclose forwarding through ultrasonic 
communication device. In analogous art, Maymudes discloses another method of 
brokering on behalf of an intelligent device wherein the forwarding can occur through an 
ultrasonic communication device (i.e. Bluetooth) (col. 3, lines 20-32). It would be 
obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
combine the teaching of Maymudes with Escobosa-Allport since Escobosa discloses 
the invention can be used with a plurality of different devices (Figure 4a). This would 
lead one of ordinary skill in the art to determine which other devices can be used for 
brokering command, eventually finding Maymudes finding a command broker for 
televisions, stereos, VCR's speakers, microwave ovens, etc (col. 7, lines 40-50). 

1 1 . Referring to claim 6 and 7, Escobosa-Allport discloses the invention substantively 
as described in claim 1. Escobosa-Allport does not disclose defining said desired 
function is made by a measurement by the WIAD. In analogous art, Maymudes 
discloses another method of brokering on behalf of an intelligent device wherein 
defining said desired function is made by a measurement by the WIAD (I.e. computer 
facilitator 202) (col. 5, lines 35-43). Furthermore, since the WIAD is connected to the 
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wireless network, and also the remote controller 204 and controlled device 206 are as 
well, it is considered that the measurement is done by the wireless communication 
network as well. ). It would be obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teaching of Maymudes with Escobosa-Allport 
since Escobosa discloses the invention can be used with a plurality of different devices 
(Figure 4a). This would lead one of ordinary skill in the art to determine which other 
devices can be used for brokering command, eventually finding Maymudes finding a 
command broker for televisions, stereos, VCR's speakers, microwave ovens, etc (col. 7, 
lines 40-50). 

12. Claims 14, and 16 are rejected for similar reasons as stated above. 

Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Escobosa-Allport in view of Baun et al. (US 2003/0197930) (hereinafter Baun). 

1 3. Escobosa-Allport discloses the invention substantively as described in claim 1 . 
Escobosa-Allport does not disclose the intelligent device is a telescope and the defining 
step comprises determining coordinates based on a position. In analogous art, Baun 
discloses another method for brokering control which discloses intelligent device is a 
telescope (e.g. abstract) and the defining step comprises determining coordinates 
based on a position (p. 8, 1J 87). It would be obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to combine the teaching of Baun with Escobosa- 
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Allport since Escobosa discloses the invention can be used with a plurality of different 
devices (1J47). This would lead one of ordinary skill in the art to determine which other 
intelligent devices can be used for brokering command, eventually finding Baun finding 
a command broker for GPS systems for telescopes, (col. 7, lines 40-50). 

Response to Arguments 

14. Applicant's arguments filed April 16, 2007 have been fully considered but they 
are moot in view of the new grounds of rejection presented above. 

Conclusion 

1 5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). , 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joseph E. Avellino whose telephone number is (571) 
272-3905. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:00-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David A. Wiley can be reached on (571) 272-3923. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Joseph t. Avellino, Examiner 
May 1, 2007 



